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College in 1772, came with the students to Concord in 1775, when the college buildings at Cambridge were occupied by Washington and his army, besieging Boston, and graduated in 1776.    Among his classmates were Governor Gore, Samuel Sewall, the second chief-justice of Massachusetts of that name, and Royal Tyler, the witty chief-justice of Vermont.    Governor Gore used to say that in  college he was called "Holy Ripley," from his  devout  character.    He settled in Concord in 1778, and at the age of twenty-nine married the widow of his last   predecessor,  Rev.  William   Emerson (and the daughter of his next predecessor, Rev. Daniel Bliss), who was at their marriage ten years older than her husband, and had a family of five children.    Dr. Ripley's own children were three in number: the Reverend Samuel Ripley,  bom  May 11, 178B; Daniel Bliss Ripley, born August 1, 1784 ; and Miss Sarah Ripley, born August 8,1789.   When this daughter died, not long after her mother, in 1826, breaking, says Mr. Emerson, " the last tie of blood which bound me and iny brothers to his house," Dr. Ripley said to Mr. Emerson, " I wish